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Public Health Contact Details

PATIENT TRIAGE
Clinical: Does the patient have a fever (>38oC ) or history of fever in previous 24 hours?  AND

Travel History: Has the patient returned from (or is currently residing in) VHF endemic areas (www.hpsc.ie) within 3 weeks? #

Yes to both

HIGH POSSIBILITY OF VHF (High Risk)
PUT PATIENT IN SINGLE ROOM IF NOT ALREADY

Contact local ID clinician/microbiology & infection
control urgently (if not already informed at assessment)
Notify Director of Public Health/MOH.

Urgent investigations - inform laboratory (phone & mark lab
form) of VHF likelihood: FBC, Renal profile, Liver profile, PT,
APTT, Glucose
Urgent malaria test (film or antigen)
Urgent VHF test (EDTA & serology) - discuss with NVRL first
Blood cultures, CXR

Urgent discussion with National Isolation
Unit (NIU). Contact switch at Mater Hospital
01 8032000 & ask for ID consultant on call.

Consider early transfer to NIU.

Urgent discussion with NIU.
NIU to arrange transfer via ambulance if medically stable
Launch Public Health Actions (contact tracing etc)

Standard, Droplet, Contact &
Airborne Precautions: PPE,
fluid repellant gown, gloves,
visor, FFP3 mask
Microbiological Safety Cabinet
at BSL2

Assessment Outcome = High Risk

Viral Haemorrhagic Fever Risk Assessment for use in ALL Acute Medical Settings

Infection Control
Precautions

URGENT VHF Clinical Risk Assessment form to be completed by senior member of the medical team
responsible for the acute care of patients, e.g the Emergency Medicine Consultant or admitting team
consultant. ID consultant on call at Mater Hospital is available to assist in conducting the risk assessment.
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Assessment Outcome =
No Risk Standard, Droplet & Contact

Precautions: Hand hygiene,
gloves, fluid repellent face
mask, apron (visor/goggles for
potential aerosolisation or
splash procedures)

VHF test positive

Standard, Contact, Droplet and Airborne Precautions to be used
once high risk regardless of symptoms. If available, use room

with negative pressure; if not, use single room, keep door closed.

Assessment Outcome = At Risk

SYMPTOMS: Does the patient have bruising OR bleeding OR
diarrhoea OR vomiting OR cough?

No Yes

Reassess if patient
fails to improve^

Malaria positive

POSSIBILITY OF VHF (At Risk)

VHF Unlikely

POSSIBILITY OF VHF (At Risk)
Put patient in a single room

Urgent investigations- inform laboratory (phone and mark lab form) of VHF likelihood: FBC, Renal
profile, Liver profile, PT, APTT, Glucose. Urgent malaria test (film or antigen). Blood cultures, CXR.

Malaria
negative

Urgent VHF test (EDTA & serology) - discuss with
NVRL first
Adhere to packaging regulations & use correct
request form (http://www.ucd.ie/nvrl/pdfs/
BL3_investigation_Request_form.pdf)

VHF test negative: possibility of VHF
infection should be maintained until
alternative diagnosis confirmed.
Discuss precautions with infection
control team.

Review in light of other results. Contact ID
clinician/microbiology & infection control
urgently. Discuss with Director of Public
Health/MOH.

YesNo

#Consider bioterrorism related VHF if symptoms suggestive but no travel history.

Local ID/Microbiology

Malaria negative
Malaria positive

Reassess if patient
fails to improve^

^ E.g. fever (> 38oC) persisting after 72 hours of antimalarials or antimicrobials, nosebleed, bloody diarrhoea, sudden
rise in ASK or CK, sudden fall in platelets, fall in BP, rapidly increasing O2  requirements in absence of other diagnosis.

SYMPTOMS: Does the patient have bruising OR bleeding OR
uncontrolled diarrhoea OR uncontrolled vomiting OR cough? NVRL Contact Details

Tel. 01 7164413/4414
Out of hours: 087 9806448

HSE E:    01 635 2145
01 670 9111 (OOH)*

HSE NE:  046 907 6412
   086 606 2537 (OOH)

HSE NW: 071 985 2900
087 953 7807 (OOH)

HSE SE:  056 778 4142
1890 499 199 (OOH)*

HSE W:    091 775 200
094 906 3000 (OOH)*

*Note: Out-of-hours (OOH)
contact via ambulance control

Standard Precautions (SP):
As per SP, any patient with
uncontrolled body fluid loss
should be managed with
Standard & Contact
Precautions.

Microbiological Safety Cabinet
at BSL3

HSE M:    057 935 9891
057 935 8165/6(OOH)*

HSE  MW:  061  483  338
0876699114(OOH)*

HSE S:   021 492 7601
021 4640836 (OOH)*


